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75
NEWSLETTER

‘Everything you do should be worthy, of great merit,  character and value.’

Medical MuseuM visit
Last week, Year 11 History pupils 

took part in a revision visit to 
the Thackray Medical Museum 

in Leeds. One of the units studied in 
the GCSE History course is Medicine 
Through Time. It is worth 35% of the 
final grade so an opportunity to visit 
the museum and revise topics taught 
in Year 10 was very welcome.

The museum was originally set up 
to reflect the requirements and key 

topics of this GCSE module. There 
are 3 galleries in the museum which 
take visitors back to the situation in 
Leeds in 1842. Gallery 1 explores the 
urban environment of Leeds with 
reconstructed street scenes and 
houses. The butcher’s stall with the 
meat covered with flies, the priv-
ies with the filth seeping into the 
water system, the washing hung out 
blackened by the smog, the butch-
er’s yard where the animals were 

slaughtered and the night soil man 
collecting filth from the communal 
dunghill are all clear evidence of 
the unhealthy conditions in which 
people were living and working. A 
short film ends this section of the 
museum on a more positive note as it 
outlines the changes to public health 
that were introduced in 
the second half of the 
Continued on page 6...

AnnuAl ChristmAs serviCes At All sAints’ 
ChurCh will tAke plACe on the morning 

of wednesdAy 14th deCember. 

we go whAtever the weAther - bring 
AppropriAte Clothing!

Don’t Forget!
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HeadteacHer’s Welcome

‘Everything you do should be worthy,            of great merit, character and value.’

If you attended our production of ‘9 to 5’ last week, I do hope you enjoyed the performance. In the 
same week, our GCSE History pupils visited the Thackray Medical Museum in Leeds and our Year 11 
pupils started their speaking examinations, whilst a number of pupils attended sporting fixtures on 

behalf of the school. I also attended the Mayor’s Christmas Carol Service on Sunday in Pocklington 
and it was wonderful to see so many of our pupils singing Christmas carols. 

With Christmas in mind, I would also like to warmly invite you to our Christmas Concert on 13th Decem-
ber at All Saints’ Church in Pocklington at 7:30pm. The concert provides a great opportunity to sing 
some of the most well-known Christmas carols and to celebrate the talents of the individual pupils 

who will be performing. This week, I’m also looking forward to hearing the rehearsals as all of the Year groups 
gather in the hall, under the guidance of Mrs Amin, to practise their singing ready for the school Christmas Services 
that will take place on the 14th December. It will also be nice this year to welcome our partner primary schools, many 
of whom will be taking part in the concert.

At the beginning of term, we launched our new rewards system and it is a joy to see how many pupils are now 
receiving recognition for their acts of great merit, character and value. Later in the term, we also launched our new 
Houses and House Points. It is, therefore, just fantastic to see our pupils receiving over 88,000 awards in just over 
three months.

award category total nuMber of individual awards

Of great merit 45,290 

Of great character 4,016 

Of great value 8,156 

House Points 31,117 

Total (since 3rd September 2016 to 3rd December)

I would like to congratulate our fabulous pupils, 
parents and my colleagues for ensuring our pupils 
receive the recognition they rightly deserved.

Next year, we will be will be creating a ‘parental 
portal’ so you can view the information online 
and hopefully, this will then be followed by a 
parent app for your phone or tablet, so that you 
are able to see your child’s achievements in the 
school planner, but also electronically, so we can 
continue to celebrate and recognise their great 
acts of merit, character and value.

Mr J Britton
HeadteacHer
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‘Everything you do should be worthy,            of great merit, character and value.’

Key dates
2016 - 2017

autuMn terM

31St october - 16th december

spring terM

3th January - 16th February

27th February - 7th april

suMMer terM

24th april - 26th may

5th June - 21St July

parents’ evenings

year 12
8th december 2016

year 11
7th February 2017

year 10
25th may 2017

year 9
13th February 2017

year 8
5th July 2017

year 7
11th July 2017

staff  
training days

17th February 2017
24th July 2017
25th July 2017

HeadteacHer’s 
award

year 7
cara durkin

Sophie bruen

year 8
Jenny cooper

Zara maSon

year 9
leo brotherS

emma Waudby

year 10
aimee reading

Jamie Walker

Sam pratt

year 11
megan Waite

hannah child

House ranKing

1

2

3

4

5

Kirby 
underdale

warrendale

great 
givendale

Millington 
dale

tHixendale



lower scHool
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This week, our lower school pupils have beengetting into the Christmas spirit. In assemblies, 
our pupils have been preparing for the Woldgate School Christmas service on Wednesday 14th 
December by singing Christmas carols, led by Mrs Amin. In particular, our Year 9 pupils’ singing 

was most impressive, with each form trying to out-sing the others. Our Year 8 pupils have also given it 
their all, and I am particularly impressed with our Year 7 pupils who have set a high standard of singing 
for future years.

Next Wednesday morning, our pupils will walk down to Pocklington All Saints Church and participate 
in our school service. This is an opportunity for our pupils to sing the Christmas songs they have learnt, reflect 
upon their year and think about the year ahead. As part of the service, form representatives will share their form’s 
Christmas messages with the rest of the school. Members of the public are welcome to join us for the services. 
These events are fantastic opportunities for our pupils to come together with our wider community in celebration 
of the end of a great year.

east riding cross country

An unsuccessful round of rock, paper, scissors for Mrs Painter resulted in her braving the frosty conditions at Bever-
ley Longcroft to supervise our school cross country champions at the East Riding Schools finals. The cohort, 40 
strong and accompanied by Mrs Hollows, headed to Beverley dressed for an artic exploration to compete against 
the other 16 schools invited to the annual event.

 Conditions were perfect for the hardy runners and they certainly did not disappoint. All of the pupils represented 
Woldgate brilliantly well, but as ever in sport there were some stand out individual performers. Rose Ella (Year 
8) and Emma Waudby (Y9) battled with each other in the Junior Girls race to finish 2nd and 3rd respectively, both 
finishing within metres of the winner. Abdul Ahamadi (Year 10) lead the way for the Intermediate boys finishing 7th, 
closely followed by team mates Dan Eastwood (Year 11) 8th and Harry Green (Year 11) 9th. The Year 7 girls team 
were without any top 10 finishers but due to there close grouping within the race placed with the top 5 in the team 
event.

Team Results:
Intermediate Boys (Year 10 and 11) -  2nd

Year 7 Girls- 4th
Junior Girls- 5th

Staff and pupils alike came back for afternoon lessons all a-buzz from the successes of the morning, a brilliant 
achievement wholly down to the pupils that participated.

Mr Sloman Writes:

Mr L SLoMan
Head of Lower ScHooL
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upper scHool Ms Longstaff Writes:

Following our successful Study Support Evenings for Year 11 pupils and parents in early November, 
it has been heartening to see how many pupils have been actively using their newly acquired 
revision guides in preparation for their Mock exams.  These exams start on Wednesday 4th Janu-

ary and give our pupils an opportunity to see whether the revision techniques they have been using 
over the last few weeks have actually worked or whether they need further help and support to find 
methods that suit them better.

In addition to these exams, all Year 11 pupils will sit a Functional Mathematics exam at 9am on Monday 
16th January 2017 which is designed to support their GCSE work in promoting mathematical thinking 

in real life contexts, particularly in everyday work situations.  This is a ‘real’ exam and preliminary material will 
be issued to pupils during their Maths lessons in advance of the exam for them to look at and discuss with their 
teachers.

It has also been a real pleasure this week to look at the first progress check data for our Year 10 pupils who seem to 
have settled really well into GCSE studies.  Our second progress check for Year 11 pupils will be sent home before 
the end of term and already I have been able to see how much progress some of them have already made this year.  
Well done Upper School!

MS a LongStaff
Head of Upper ScHooL

attendance, acHieveMent & 
care co-ordinators

MrS r BoUrne

SixtH forM

07790 351276

MrS c wrigHt

 
Upper ScHooL

07790 351281

Mr S BUtcHer

Lower ScHooL

07790 351283
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sports Hall atHletics

Who would have thought that 2 hours in a sports hall with 60 primary school pupils and 20 Y10 sport leaders could 
go so well?!

Five of our local primary schools within the Wolds partnership made the short journey to Woldgate for the 2016 
Sports Hall Athletics Championship.  St Martins, Sutton upon Derwent, Pocklington Juniors and St Marys and St 
Josephs all brought their select few elite athletes to compete for the converted title. The whole event was organ-
ised and officiated by our Y10 Sport Leader pupils. In terms of the competition is was a tightly contested event with 
St Martins snatching victory from St Mary and St Josephs on the last event of the day. Thank you to all participants 
and the sport leaders for a very successful and enjoyable afternoon.  

the second half of the 19th century by individuals and governments.

Gallery 2 focuses on the great scientific discoveries which conquered disease and infection. For centuries people 
relied on superstition, ritual and a firm belief in the 4 humours theory to treat disease. However, through the work 
of great scientists like Louis Pasteur and Robert Koch, helped by technology such as microscopes, the era of the 
germ theory was born. By the end of the 19th century specific bacteria causing disease could be identified. This led 
to the development of vaccinations and chemical cures for disease such as penicillin. Pupils were able to investigate 
these big changes in detail and finish this section of the museum by watching a propaganda film issued during the 
Second World War which extolled the benefits of penicillin in Britain’s fight against Germany!

The final gallery of the museum explores key developments in surgery. It begins with a film and reconstruction of 
an amputation, carried out on an 11 year old girl after she had been trapped in the machinery of a woollen mill. For 
centuries, operations were limited as there were no effective anaesthetics, no infection control and no methods to 
deal with blood loss and shock. However, once again it was the 19th century that saw great discoveries and progress 
in this area of medicine. Anaesthetics such as laughing gas, ether and chloroform were discovered and developed, 
the germ theory proved the need to develop antiseptic and aseptic conditions and finally the discovery of blood 
groups and the need for blood donors during the First World War led to successful and effective blood transfusions. 
With these discoveries, surgery could progress from the basic, superficial procedures of the past to the incredibly 
complex and operations and techniques that are used in our world today.

The History department hopes very much that pupils found this visit interesting and useful. Year 11 pupils conducted 
themselves very well during the visit and were a credit to Woldgate School. We would like to take this opportunity 
to wish all Year 11 historians the very best of luck as they apply themselves to their revision and take their mock 
exams in January.

...from front page.
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As we approach the end of the autumn term, students have been reflecting on how their stud-
ies have gone so far this year. The Year 12 and 13 Progress Reviews have given students and 
parents a clear impression of current attainment and attitude. It has also been wonderful to 

welcome parents and students to the Parents’ Evenings this term, with the Year 12 Parents’ Evening 
taking place this week. I always enjoy these evenings so much; I truly believe it is the partnership 
between school, students and parents that enables us to work successfully towards every young 
person achieving their full potential and continuing on to realise their future goals. This year, in order 
to make these evenings even more beneficial to our young people, we have provided an opportunity 
for students to record in their planners the targets they are given by their teachers, so that they have 

clearly identified areas for improvement to refer back to as they move through into the Spring Term and ever closer 
to their mock and then final exams. These targets are designed to identify for students the key areas they need to 
work on in order to maximise their progress. Parents’ Evening also provides an opportunity to praise and celebrate 
the many achievements of our students and the incredible work they have produced so far this year and I am really 
looking forward to celebrating this success further in our end of term assembly next week.

sixtH forM college Mrs Lawson Writes:

MrS K LawSon
Head of SixtH forM
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CHRISTMAS
CONCERT

All Saints’ Church, Pocklington
Tickets £3 Adult, £2 Concessions on the door.

13.12.16 | TUESDAY | 7.30PM


